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Table 3. Frequencies of selected respiratory diseases among persons 18 years of age and over, by selected characteristics: 
United States, 1997 

All Selected respiratory conditions1 

persons 
18 years 
of age Chronic 

Selected characteristic and over Emphysema Asthma Hay fever Sinusitis bronchitis 

Number in thousands2 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  195,276 3,218 17,629 18,092 31,706 9,668 

Sex 

Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  93,680 1,891 7,499 8,007 10,714 3,094 
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101,596 1,327 10,131 10,085 20,992 6,574 

Age 

18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108,391 284 10,377 10,744 16,547 4,492 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54,878 1,229 4,811 5,334 10,529 3,051 
65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18,170 1,007 1,445 1,296 2,814 1,262 
75 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,837 698 996 718 1,817 864 

Race and ethnicity3 

White non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146,613 2,824 13,685 14,118 25,308 7,759 
Black non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21,719 206 2,076 1,924 3,579 1,072 
Other non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,677 68 614 810 915 203 
Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19,267 120 1,255 1,240 1,904 635 

Poverty status4 

Poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19,915 530 2,293 1,757 3,138 1,472 
Near poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29,968 869 3,017 2,566 4,641 1,844 
Not poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  109,832 1,295 9,745 11,285 19,134 5,010 

Region 

Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39,518 543 3,340 3,637 5,884 1,740 
Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49,249 764 4,478 4,293 7,719 2,386 
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69,408 1,322 6,097 6,026 13,496 3,931 
West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37,101 589 3,714 4,137 4,608 1,611 

Sex and age 

Male: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  53,653 162 4,539 4,822 5,770 1,533 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26,556 677 1,943 2,422 3,493 873 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,471 1,052 1,016 763 1,452 689 

Female: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54,738 122 5,838 5,922 10,777 2,959 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28,322 552 2,868 2,913 7,035 2,178 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18,536 653 1,425 1,250 3,180 1,437 

Race, ethnicity, and age 

White non-Hispanic: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  76,344 217 7,827 8,180 12,810 3,563 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43,072 1,051 3,813 4,327 8,556 2,354 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27,197 1,556 2,045 1,611 3,942 1,841 

Black non-Hispanic: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,642 45 1,316 1,179 1,945 514 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,503 85 525 534 1,183 400 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,574 77 235 210 452 158 

Other non-Hispanic: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,941 – 393 499 546 78 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,143 52 179 208 288 94 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  594 16 42 103 82 32 

Hispanic: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,464 22 842 886 1,246 337 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,159 41 293 265 502 203 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,643 56 119 89 156 95 

Race, ethnicity, sex, and age 

White non-Hispanic male: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38,086 131 3,572 3,758 4,375 1,179 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,911 569 1,572 1,984 2,838 672 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11,514 930 843 590 1,206 592 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 3. Frequencies of selected respiratory diseases among persons 18 years of age and over, by selected characteristics: 
United States, 1997—Con. 

All Selected respiratory conditions1 

persons 
18 years 
of age Chronic 

Selected characteristic and over Emphysema Asthma Hay fever Sinusitis bronchitis 

Race, ethnicity, sex, and age—Con. Number in thousands2 

White non-Hispanic female: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38,259 86 4,255 4,422 8,436 2,385 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22,161 482 2,241 2,343 5,718 1,683 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,683 626 1,202 1,021 2,736 1,250 

Black non-Hispanic male: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,195 20 477 483 656 154 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,435 44 161 209 352 97 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,013 60 122 75 148 45 

Black non-Hispanic female: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,447 25 839 696 1,288 360 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,069 41 364 325 831 303 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,561 17 113 136 303 112 

Hispanic male: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,104 11 366 420 524 172 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,017 19 108 80 137 52 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  695 53 37 34 57 37 

Hispanic female: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,360 11 476 467 721 165 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,143 22 186 185 365 150 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  949 4 82 56 99 58 

Poverty status and age 

Poor: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,982 81 1,449 1,109 1,714 735 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,050 259 607 444 879 480 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,883 190 237 204 545 257 

Near poor: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17,370 73 1,818 1,550 2,520 848 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,700 308 567 573 1,092 431 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,898 489 632 443 1,028 565 

Not poor: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  61,464 108 5,784 6,880 10,288 2,401 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  34,531 493 2,907 3,521 6,917 1,703 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,838 693 1,055 884 1,929 907 

– Quantity zero. 
1Respondents were asked in two separate questions if they had ever been told by a doctor or other health professional that they had emphysema or asthma. Respondents were asked in three 
separate questions if they had been told by a doctor or other health professional in the past 12 months that they had hay fever, sinusitis, or bronchitis. Persons may be represented in more than one 
column. 
2Unknowns for the variable of interest are not included in the denominators when calculating percents, nor are they shown in the frequencies (see appendix I for more information). They are, however, 
included in the ‘‘All persons’’ column. Numbers may also be rounded. 
3‘‘Other non-Hispanic’’ includes non-Hispanic persons who identified their race as American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, or Pacific Islander. These categories are too small to show separately. Persons 
of Hispanic origin may be of any race. 
4Poverty status is based on family income and family size using the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds. ‘‘Poor’’ persons are defined as below the poverty threshold. ‘‘Near poor’’ persons have 
incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty thresholds. ‘‘Not poor’’ persons have incomes 200% or greater than the poverty threshold. 


